mi 


02 


* 


* 


af 


Co 


E 


4 


n 


alio 


I 


Ott 


ner-T 


ner- 


OM 


ah 


am Meck and 


Lowh: 


* 


1 


Learn of me, for 


* 
3 — 


Pri 


- 


| 1 
N 4 * * 
* 2 „„ 


- 2 8 
” * * — es ba 5 ke . * 
Nei 2 <2 6. Oe 6 I 
* = = L Z 
1 3 
1 ' , 
* 
- 
. 
” N * 
* * . 
. * 
N 3 47. 
3 x 
” ** 
0 * 
©. 
- 
2 
g 8 1 
1 * 
N * 
a — 
| : » 
* 
% 4 J E © 
. 4 4 4 
> . l 
» 
o FY — A ” * - „ — * » > * 
- * * — - * 
- 
* - 
"# 
- - — > ; 
— : 
. £ . | 
a P 
LY * i $ * 6 
| - 
, * 
- — a #6, 8 N 
* cn — . of A * 
* — 
2 4 : , 
* 
43 
* — * * g 
„ a , 
8 ' | 
. . — * * 
OY 
? * © 
- " * 
. _——__—— — 
""” , 0 a+ + * 3 > 
N E a ; 
"td * j * 
s 
- | | 
* . 
y p i 
4 ? ** ? 4 . 
, * ” : 1 
1 a 2 a ? 5 1 
w : * = * Z Ms 
4 - 2 . . 
= is 7 F. * 8 
Y 5 | * * 4 
. {er g 12 1 
L % . ” 
< „ 4 "k 5 4 : 
24S © : * . 3 ; 
3 4 . * „ 4a” Fo Rs 
- — c _— | 
— * _— | 
m—_— — * — * — + a + — * - - — — — - * — ” — 
— ——A2—V2—— ⁵— — — 
a” — 
* 
— * - Y » Fx 1 
. Ly * : . nk. 
* eq * W 3 * * . 
* * = * 
: FR. 2 * 1 * * * > 8 , 
., 4 — - . — — * « i Y * — 5 & 
7 - . ® #S * * | 
| * 
- 
; « 
© ne — Oe 3 3 Nr. — * — — — - ———äů —— — . — * * — -» 
— „ — 
e EVERY n 
- a „ 
* 1 ” * P - Fa _ b Es . 2 N 
* . * * I A . * 
. 6 N — 4 x . a 4 * 4 4 - \ 4 * 
t = 
ddd A at err — — — — ow — — 5 - = — - « * 
3 * — ——— — — Su a 
* 5 8 ; ; 
* 
” 


Occaſional. Conformiſt, Sc. 
A” other Diſſenting Parties from the Church have ſuf- 


AY fer'd by a very Scandalous Conformity of ſome of 
em, fo has it added to the Reputation of the Qaa- 
ler; That neither the ſevereſt Perſecution, nor the power- 
ful Temptations of Intereſt or Preferment, nothing but 
Satisfaction in his Conſcience cou'd ever prevail with him to 
come over to the Eſtabliſh'd Church: And yet to ſee 
him ſo miſrepreſented in the Pulpit and Preſs, to hear 
Perſons under pretence of their Zeal for Chriftianity, paſ- 
ſionate and induſtrious to learn their Neighbours to hate 
one another, has occaſion d the writing this Treatiſe. 
If the Quader is not ſo happy in his Expreſſions as theſe. 
Gentlemen, yet he means as well, and lives better; and 
thinks not for ſo common a Misfortune he deſerves all thoſe : 
hard Names, that even ill Nature wou'd be aſham'd of. 
What Stuff may be heard not only in the other leſs learned 
Diſſenting Meetings, but too often in our own Pulpits; and 
would not theſe Gentlemen think it very hard Uſage to have 
their CauſeCondemn'dibecauſe there are ſome trifling Coun-- 
cil of their own fide makes their Caſe appear ſo Ridiculous? 
Counſel, I may too properly call moſt Preachers of all 
Churches and Sets, who ſeem to direct their Studies more 
to find out Arguments to keep up that Party they are fors. _ 
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tunately of, than for ſearching out the Truth; and it's too 
often a Diſappointment to abundance (I believe) when they 
exp Ct from the Pulpit Arguments and Encouragements to 
do Good, and to hear the Folly and Unhappineſs of Sin Ex- 
pos d, they are teaz'd for an Hour, or longer, with a learn- 
ed and hot Diſcourſe againſt the Pope, the Quaker, the 
Presbyteri an, and not one Word againft the Devil and all 
his Works; And what can be expected from ſuch Sermons, 
but either to raiſe Reſentments againſt the Party he has ſo 
learnedly Confuted, ſo judiciouſly Condemned, and ſo un- 
charitably Executed, or himſelf for exerciſing the Patience 
of ſome of his Auditors, and for raiſing ill Blood in others 
againſt their Neighbours? I am perſwaded, the beſt way 
to bring the Diſſenters over to the Church, and to make 
her Sons Loyal, would be to have our Divines make Chari- 
ty, Picty, and Virtue more their Cauſe and Concern, and 
by their Preaching and Practice, ſhew the Beauty of em 
more to the World, the Happineſs of a good Life, and the 
dreadful Conſequences of a Bad, their Congregations would 
then go home with juſt Reſentments againſt Sin, and not 
uncharitable ones againſt their Neighbours. 
But to undeceive you in your Thoughts of the Quaker, 
you ſhall have him in his True Light. He 
Hie Believcs in one God, to whom he aſcribes all —— 
ſible Perfection of Goodneſs, Juſtice, Knowledge, and 
Power, and believes he is infinitely more Perfect and Glo. 
rious in all his Attributes than it's poſſible for him to 


imagine, and therefore Serves him with the utmoſt Humi- 


lity and Devotion of his Soul and his Body ; He is ſo con- 
vinced how worthy hisGod is of all he can do, how little that 
All is, and yet how jealous he is of that little Worſhip he 
expects from his Creatures, that he is ſo cautious of offend- 
ing his Great God, whom he thus paſſionately Serves, that 
he even fears thoſe Civilities paid by the reſt of Mankind 
to one another, ſhould be robbing him of ſome little of 
that Worſhip, and he is the more confirm'd in his Judg- 
TE - ment, 


ment, when he hears his God and Saviour peak Teas fe 
of the diſtinguiſhing Characters of the Hypocrites, Tha? | 
they love Greetings in the Market- And as he denys him- 
ſelf the Pleaſure of theſe Civilities purely out of Honour 
for his God, and rather chuſes to be Condemn'd by the 
World, and ſuffer the Ignominy of being accounted ſin- 
gular and unmannerly, than inthe leaſt offend his God. So 
is he ſure it is leſs due, and more wicked to bow to, or va- 
lue the Image of any Creature in Heaven above, or in the 
Earth beneath, or in the Water under the Earth, and out 
of a Religious Fear he ſhould have any ſuch Value for 
them, he forbears to make any ſuch Images at all; He 
knows it's impoſſible, as it is wicked, to conceive, and 
much more to form or make any Likeneſs, or Image of his 
God, he needs it not to raiſe his Devotion, he thinks it as 
vain, as it is a ſinful Practice, to hope Man, with his 
little Stock of Ingenuity, ſhould be able to move his Soul 
into any more Raptures.. When he beholds the Heavens, 
the Sun, and the infinite Number of Stars that receive 
their Light from that Glorious Being, beſides the varie- 
ty and beauty of numberleſs Creatures here below, When 
every thing he ſees fills him with Wonder and Devotion, 
that ſuch a Pretence ſeems as ridiculous to him as if a 
Man ſhould walk in the Sun-ſhine with a lighted Candle 
And as another Expreſſion of his Devotion to his God, he | 
never ſpeaks nor thinks of Him but with the utmoſt Vene- | 
ration and Humility ; lie accounts it not only profane ang 
wicked toSwear by Him in common Converſation, or men- 
tion his Great Name upon vain and idle Occaſions, but e 
ven thinks it a prophaning his Name, and therefore dare 
not Swear by Him upon any Great and Solemn Affairs: 
He believes his bleſſed Saviour has prohibited all Oaths to his 
Diſciples, and therefore he could never be Tempted by In- 
tereſt, or even the Preſervation of his Property, to A 4 
contrary ; and often has rather : ole to. ſuffer by 1 
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oftend his Conſcience : Sono Intereſt or Preferment could 
ever Tempt him to any Occaſional Conformity to the Church 
or Government. This Conduct ſo pleaded for him to our 
Wiſe Legiſlators, who in Compaſſion to the Tenderneſs of 
his Conſcience, and his Sufferings, how much he lay ex- 
pos d to the wickedneſs of ill Men, favours him with a Law 
to make him the more uleful, and the better to enable him 
to Defend himſelf and his innocent Neighbours againſt the 
Malice of a cruel and litigious Proſecutor. | 
He is induſtrious and chearful in his Bufineſs, that he 
may not only provide for his own, but give to them that 
wanteth ; But yet ever remembers that Portion of Time 
Dedicated to the immediate Worſhip of his God, and up. 
on no [Intereſt or Pretence whatſoever, will follow his Cal- 
ling on that holy Day; nothing but Charity and Devotion 
ſhall happily Employ him that joyful Day; and takes not 
only this religious Care of himſelf, but of his Family, that 
a w.cked Perſon, or one leſs Devout; ſhall not come in his 
ſight, or be in his Houſe. |, 8 . 
He is Dutiful and Affectionate to his Parents, Obedient 
to his Governours, and where his Conſcience will not let 
him pay an Active, he never fails to give a Paſſive Obedi- 
ence; ſo Paſſive and Peaceable is his Principles, ſo reſign d 
to Heaven, that not only a Good Prince, but a Tyrant is 
ſecure upon his Throne for him. Ts 
And none can be in. danger of their Lives from him 
whoſe Conſcience will hardly ſuFer him to defend his own; 
whoſe Profeſſion is Peace, and whole conſtant Practice is 
to take all the greateſt Injuries patiently, but fully deter- 
mined never to return any. : 
He defiles no Man's Bed, nor torments himſelf with Jea- 
louſy ; Robs him not of his Goods or Credit; but for him 
he may Enjoy his Wife, be eaſy in the Poſſeſſion of his 
Fortune and Good Name, nor he envies no Man in any of 
his Poſſeſſions, but is happy in his own, how little ſoever ; 
he follows Peace and — it, and if poverty of Spirit 
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Men, even tothe entire Ruine of his Family, rather than 


de Entitled to a Blefling and the Kingdom of God, he is ſureof itz i 


fince he thinks meanly of, or deſpiſes no Man, nor is not ( as his 
Adverſaries inſinuate) puft up with high Thoughts of himſelf; he 
denies himſelf all the various Pleaſures of the World, as Muck, 
Dancing, Plays, Sports, Cloaths and witty Converſation, his De- 
light is in his Duty, and doing Good, and otherwiſe may properly 
be ſaid to lead 2 mourntul Life, and therefore hopes to be Comforted, 
| Heisasealy and meek in all his Converſation and Affairs as he is 
modelt in his Dreſs, and ſo Inherits the Earth, tho' he denys him- 
ſelf (what others account) all the Pleaſures of it, for Righteouſ- 
neſs. is his Delight, and he hungers and thirſts after that, and ſo 
hopes he ſha!l be filled; He is Merciful even to the Cruelleſt of his 
Enemies, and therefore comforts himſelf with the hopes of Mercy; 
He is clean and pure in Heart, and therefore expects to ſee God; 
And his Per ſecutors are more than too many, and his Sufferings more 
than enough from this Ill natur d World, who take care he ſhall nor 
want a Title to the Great Bleſſing of all Bleſſings, of being Perſe- 
cuted for Righteouſneſs ſake; He is reviled, and perſecuted, and 
all manner of evil is ſaid againſt him for Righteouſneſs ſake, that 
is for being too ſtrict in his Obedience to his Saviour, for avoiding 
thoſe things where poſſibly there may be an Offence ; But for his 
he does rejoyce and is exceeding glad, becauſe he knows That Great 
is his Reward which is in Heaven. e | = 
And as he is out of the Power of the cruelleſt Perſecution to ſhock 
him in this his Religion, ſo does he not follow: his Saviour as the 
Multitude did, (or ſome of our time do the Church) becauſe” he fed 
them; no, he has too much Paſſion and Value for it to be Bribd _. 
out of it; He Is no Occaſional Conformer, and tho he wants abun- 
dance of Liberties, not only ſuch as are enjoy d by the Members of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church, but allow'd other leſs deſerving Diſſenters; 
He makes no Complaints of want of his Birth-Right, or finds him“ 
ſelf- perſecuted in being liable to bechoſe to Offices and Places that 
his Religion forbids him to-do thoſe things that are required for to 
qualifie him for ſuch Places; he ſees Men are more teaſorable 
than to chuſe him to ſuch Offices, (which by the Principles of his 
Religion he can't qualify himſelf for) and muſt be Fined if he re- 
fuſcs te ſerre. „ ö 
It was a true Obſervation made of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, and is not the leſs true when ſaid of the Quakers 3 
Behold how they love one another, Love is the real Diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of a Chriſtian. F you love one * f 
ng | | we 32 RE 


N i Diſciples and again he calls it a New Commandment to 
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love one another, by which he did not only mean their 


Friends, or thoſe which lov'd them, for then ſays he, What _ 
Reward have you, do not even the Publicans the ſame? But! 


ſay anto gen, and here indeed the Command was new ] 


Love your Enemies, Bleſs them that curſe you, and ſo all 3 
along in that his divine Sermon on the Mount; and how 


truly the Quaker follows this his Saviour's Great Com- 
mand, is ſo viſible to his Enemies, that it's as wonderful as 


—————ů————ů——— — — 
2 1 


true that tis charg'd as one of his Faults; and one ſhoud 
think that even Malice it ſelf could have nothing to ſay 
againſt ſo much good Nature. That he ſhou'd have any 


Enemies that is an Enemy to none. He fears they don't 


Conſider what that Learned Apoſtle St. Paul has aid of 
this great Commandment, Love or Charity, Though I ſpeak 
(ſays he) with the TJongues of Men or Angels, and have not 
Charity, I am become a Sounding Braſs, or a Tinckling Symbal. 


And tho I have the Gift of Propheſie, and underſtand all My- 


ſteries, and all Knowledge, and all Faith, that I coud move 
Mountains and have no Charity, 1 am nothing; and tho I be- 


ſtom all my Goods to feed the Poor, and tho I give my Body 


to be Burn d, and have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
And ] cou'd wiſh there were none of this Age but what 
cou'd acquit themſelves of that dreadful Woe pronounced 
by our Bleſſed Saviour to the Fews. Moe unto you Scribes 
aud Phariſees Hypocrites ; for ye pay Tythe of Mint, and 
Aniſe, and Cumin, and have omitted the Weighty Matters of 


the Law, Judgment, Mercy and Faith. Te blind Guides which 
ſtrain at 4 Gnat and ſwallow 4 Camel. I ſhall mention but one 


Text more to Juſtify my Quaker in ſome things that are fo vnrea- 
fonably laid to his Charge; My brethren (ſaith St. James in his excel - 
lent Epiſtle) have not the faith with reſpect of perſons, for if there come 
into your aſſembly a man with a gold ring in gooaly apparel, and there come. 


alſo: a'poor man in vile raiment, and ye have reſpett unto him that weareth 
4 the gay cloathing, and ſay unto him, ſit thou here in a good place, and ſay 


0 the poor, ſtand thou there, or fit here under my footſtool ; Are ye not 
then partial in your ſelves, and become judges of evil thought? 
98 FINIS. 5 


